UNITED STATES TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


SHANGHAI, CHINA 
THE TREASURY ATTACHE 
2 


Jamary 14, 1959. 


Commissioner of Customs, 
(Investigative Unit), 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C. 


we Sir: 
y There are enclosed for the informetion of the Bureau 


and other interested Departments copies of a report entitled: 
"Jepanese Orgmizing Opium Merchants Union Under Cover of 
Charity." 


(Qina ~ 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/607£12/ 
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Shanghai, January 14, 1939. 


JAPANESE ORGANIZING OPIUM MERCHANTS UNION 
UNDER COVER OF CHARITY 


The Japenese authorities ere considering another wey to guerd against 
further international criticiam of Japan's narcotization policy in China, 
according to information secured from circles in close touch with local 
Opium merchants. The whole opium trade in the Japenese occupied ereas in 
this part of China is to be covered by a network of "Charitable organiza- 
tions" called the Hurg Chi Shan Tang (‘f, ( ¥c#). 
to heve its headquarters in Nanking and brenches in the provin 
capitals of Kieangsu, Chekiang end Anhwei and Shanghai gub-brenches 


in ell the hsien districts. Opium merchants 


ents of this society which will on as the former Special Business 


Society (3% 4% Ay) or ium Merchants Union. Incomes from opium 


trede will be pe eppropriated for charitable purposes organized by 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/607£12/ 


~The society will be controlled by a board of directors, 
1f of which will be Jepenese anc half Chinese. The Chairman will be ae 
Chinese, while e Japencse will be olected vice-chairman. The personnel 


of the society end its branches end sub-brenches will be selected by 


Jepanese suthorities. Mr. Wang Sheo-tseng (i29 Ze), @ well known 


Opium merchent here, has been prominently mentioned as possible chairmen 
of its Shanghei brench. This society, when established, will function 
with the General Opium Suppression Bureau for Kiengsu, Chekiang and Anhwei 
in the carrying out of an effective opium monopoly scheme in this part of 
China. JIt is learned that the provisionsl office of thi 


branch in Shanghai has been es at Broadwey Mansions and has begun 
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